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Context and Aims 
Extension and advisory services play a vital role 
in helping farmers make the most of digital 
technologies in irrigated agriculture.  

At present: 

• Advice and extension support in digital 
irrigation are delivered through a range of 
providers, creating opportunities to better 
connect and align efforts.  

• Many irrigators would benefit from targeted 
and coordinated guidance to realise the value 
of digital technologies.  

 

The aims of this research are to: 

• Evaluate and adapt extension and advisory 
services for digital irrigation tailored to irrigator 
needs. 

• Identify key features of extension and advisory 
services in digital agriculture that respond to 
irrigator priorities. 

• Build capacity within digital irrigation extension 
and advisory networks to meet current and 
emerging challenges in the Murray Darling 
Basin. 

• Support adoption and value creation from digital 
irrigation technologies. 

Outcomes 
• A range of extension and advisory service 

models in digital irrigation, developed and 
refined in collaboration with industry partners 
and irrigators 

• Research findings that support digital irrigation 
extension and advisory models to be effective, 
fit-for-purpose, and scaleable 

• Regional and cross-industry collaboration that 
supports innovation and knowledge-sharing in 
irrigated agriculture 

• A stronger evidence base for the value of digital 
irrigation adoption 

 
This project links closely to another OneBasin 
CRC project:  
• Digital Irrigated Agriculture Workforce 

Futures. 
https://onebasin.com.au/project/digital-
irrigated-agriculture-workforce-futures/ 

• This project work links to the One Basin CRC 
Program 2: Technology and Opportunity 
https://onebasin.com.au/research/ 
 

Partners 
• Wine Australia 

• Cotton Research & Development Corporation 

• Horticulture Innovation Australia  

• Irrigation Education & Extension Committee 
Australian Wine Research Institute Murrayland 
and Riverlands Landscape Board 

Next steps 
Shaping the Future of Digital Irrigation 

Stakeholders interested in shaping how digital 
skills and extension and advisory services evolve 
across the Basin are invited to participate. 
 
Please contact to discuss or to join our mailing list:  
A/Prof Margaret Ayre: 
mayre@unimelb.edu.au 
Dr Navchaa Tugjamba: 
navchaa.tugjamba@unimelb.edu.au  
Dr Pratikshya Kandel 
Pratikshya.kandel@unimelb.edu.au 

Project website: 

Digital Irrigation Advisory Systems:  
Enabling extension and advisory services for  
agriculture’s digital irrigation transition 

Digital irrigation refers to the use of digital 
technologies— such as sensors, data 
platforms, and decision-support tools— to 
monitor, manage, and optimise irrigation 
efficiency and farm productivity. 

 


