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Water governance refers to the rules, structures and processes through which decisions
about water are taken and implemented. Rules include agreements, legislation and policies
on international, national, state and regional scales. Structures include intergovernmental
forums, federal and state water agencies, as well as formally established reference groups
and community-controlled organisations. Processes include legislative reviews, strategic
and operational water planning, river operations and oversight — each of which has
engagement and consultation elements built into them. Underpinning all of this are ways of
thinking about water itself — whether it is understood as a resource, a common good or a
living entity — which shape the ways in which decisions are made and their outcomes.
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The Future Governance for Water Limited Communities project explores how people can
have a voice in decisions that affect their lives, livelihoods and regions. It investigates what
rules, structures and processes could strengthen community voices and create space for
diverse knowleges and values, for the benefit of the basin’s communities and ecosystems.
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