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Governance Project  
Our project explores future governance 
for water limited communities. 

We understand governance as the rules, 
structures and processes through which 
decisions about water are taken and 
implemented. This includes all relevant 
legislation, policies and plans, the 
institutions that develop and implement 
them, as well as the ways in which they 
work with each other and with the diverse 
communities across the basin. 

CLLMM case study 
The Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth 
(CLLMM) region is one of three case studies of the 
governance project.   

• It is a region of high cultural, ecological, social 
and economic significance 

• It faces threats from water shortages and water 
quality challenges 

• Good governance is required to protect the 
region and ensure local community members 
have a voice in decisions that affect their lives 

CLLMM region 
The CLLMM region marks the end of the Murray 
River, where it flows through Lake Alexandrina into 
the Southern Ocean.  

It is Ngarrindjeri Country and contains a Ramsar-
listed wetland that sustains migratory birds and 
diverse native flora and fauna. It is also home to 
about 28,000 people, many of whom work in 
agriculture, fishing and tourism.  

The region faces threats from land clearance, 
water over-allocation and climate change. Its 
already endangered ecological health is now 
further at risk due to a major algal bloom affecting 
the Coorong as well as the ocean.  

 
Lake Albert 

CLLMM governance 
The CLLMM region is affected by decisions about 
water that are made on basin-wide, state-wide 
and regional levels. These decisions are made by 
several government agencies, often in 
collaboration with community members.  

Water Agencies 
Basin-wide decisions about water are made 
primarily by the  Department for Climate Change, 
Energy, Environment and Water (DCCEEW), the 
Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) and the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
(CEWH). Together, these agencies set strategic 
rules for the sharing of water between states and 
the delivery of environmental water to key sites. 
Their decisions affect the timings, durations and 
amounts of water that reach SA.  

 

State-wide decisions about water are made 
primarily by the Department for Environment and 
Water (DEW), the Murraylands Riverland 
Landscape Board (MRLB) and SA Water.  
Together, their decisions impact the timings, 

Fact Sheet: Coorong, Lower Lakes 
and Murray Mouth Region 

 



 

 

 
2 
 

For further information please contact: Prof. Melissa Nursey-Bray 
E: <melissa.nursey-bray@adelaide.edu.au> 
onebasin.com.au 

durations and amounts of water that reach the 
CLLMM and the ways in which this water is 
distributed across the region. 

 

First Nations organisations 
Numerous Ngarrindjeri organisations play key 
roles in the region, including the Ngarrindjeri 
Aboriginal Corporation (NAC), the Ngarrindjeri 
Regional Authority (NRA), Ngarrindjeri Ruwe 
Empowered Communities (NREC) and 
Moorondi. More broadly, the Murray Lower 
Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations represents 
Traditional Owners in the southern basin. 

 

Community groups 
Over time, very active community groups have 
formed to advocate for the region and take 
action on the ground. Examples include the 
Southern Fishermen’s Association (SFA), the 
Coorong Environmental Trust (CET), the River 
Lakes and Coorong Action Group (RLCAG), 
Kumarangk Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group 
(KHILG) and Second Nature Conservancy 
(SNC). Members get involved in official 
engagement processes but also work 
independently to champion their causes. 

 

Engagement processes 
The DEW’s Community Advisory Panel brings 
together representatives of key water agencies 
and community groups to provide a local voice in 
regional water planning. It is a central forum for 
engagement in the CLLMM region, but also just 
one of many parallel processes, with 
engagement occurring both formally – via 
agency-run advisory bodies – and informally – 
via community-driven advocacy efforts. 

One Basin CRC 
Since our inception in mid-2022, the One Basin 
Cooperative Research Centre has brought 
together 85 partners across the Murray–Darling 
Basin. 

Our purpose is to work together to grow value 
from water in a changing world.  

From Queensland to South Australia, we are 
finding practical solutions to complex challenges, 
training the next generation of scientists, and 
nurturing regional communities. 

Our collective goal is a productive, resilient and 
sustainable Murray–Darling Basin. 
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